
 

International President for the 2009-
2010 administrative year.  Then came 
along District Service Project (DSP) at 
the end of September where over 90 
Circle Kôers from around the state 
came together for a variety of service 
projects in the Delaware, Ohio area 
surrounding Ohio Wesleyan 
University.  Finally, over 100 Kiwanis 
Family members from across Ohio and 
a few from Pennsylvania then invaded 
Marietta College to close out the year 
with the annual Membership 
Awareness Conference (MAC) in 
beautiful southeastern Ohio! 
 
 Whatôs next Ohio CKI?! 
Well, the district is currently gearing 
up for the 53rd annual district 
convention on February 19-21 where 
another district board will be retired 
and a new board will be created. If 
anyone is interested in running for 
district office, I urge you to contact a 
current district board member today!  
The offices available to caucus for 
include Governor, Secretary, Treasurer 
and six Lt. Governor positions all 
across over the ñMightyò Ohio District! 
From experience with caucusing, it 
really isnôt as bad as it may seem! 
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The Wise Oneõs Words on 09 

Members of the Ohio District will 
be proud you are trying to better 
the district and will not try and 
sabotage your campaign by asking 
unfair questions, so get ready and 
run for district office! It is 
probably the most rewarding 
experience I have had in CKI and 
I know it will be for you too. 
 
Hope to see you all at DCON!!! 
 
Live to Serve, Love to Serve, 
Your 2009-2010 Ohio District 
Governor, 
Chad Gardner 
 

 

 
 Well, 2009 is in the books!  
What a year it was for the Ohio 
District of CKI.  It started off with our 
52nd district convention in February 
where a new district board was elected, 
as well as Jason Stewart gaining 
endorsement to run for international 
office.  During the House of Delegates 
at DCON, the delegation voted to 
make Editor a chair position starting 
on April 1, 2010, as well as increasing 
district dues from $10 to $12.  Next, 
April 1st came along and new officers 
took over at the club level.  Then 
during mid-April those new officers 
were officially trained at SpOT (Spring 
Officers Training) on a beautiful spring 
day at the main campus of The Ohio 
State University.  Next up, in August 
came the Large Scale Service Project 
(LSSP) in Birmingham Alabama where 
over a dozen CKI members from Ohio 
represented us well doing service 
projects all over Birmingham from 
projects at the Birmingham Zoo to 
working on Habitat for Humanity 
homes!  At the conclusion of LSSP, the 
international convention for CKI 
occurred in Birmingham, where over a 
dozen members of the Ohio District 
CKI attended.  Also, Jason Stewart of 
the College of Wooster was elected 
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For the past five months, I have had the 
honor of serving as the President of Circle K 
International.  Being president has been a 
rewarding job where I have had the 
opportunity to do a great deal of travel, met 
all kinds of amazing people, and learned so 
much about CKI. 

During the Fall 2009 semester, I 
travelled to the Capital, Pennsylvania, and 
California-Nevada-Hawaii Districts for their 
fall conferences, very similar to our 
Membership Awareness Conference.  At each 
conference I was given the opportunity to 
lead workshops, give speeches, present 
information on important service initiatives, 
and most importantly meet caring and 
enthusiastic CKI members from all over.  The 
California-Nevada-Hawaii District is the 
largest district in all of CKI with over one 
thousand five hundred members.  Their fall 
event took place at a camp where we did 
service projects, had star gazing workshops, 
had a talent show, and did a glow stick 
themed new member installation ceremony. 

Besides attending district fall 
conferences, I also travelled to Washington 
DC for the March of Dimes Volunteer Youth 
Conference where I had the opportunity to 
learn more about the March of Dimes while 
also going to meet with Congress to discuss 
the Kiwanis Family and community service 
opportunities.  I travelled to Black Mountain, 
North Carolina for the Kiwanis Family 
Conference, a conference brining members of 
CKI, Key Club and Kiwanis closer together. 

Over winter break I fell and broke 
my hip which has slowed my travel down, but 
I hope to be back on my feet in no time.  
During the spring semester I will be attending 
district conventions in the Ohio, Montana, 
Utah-Idaho, and New York Districts.  I will be 
travelling to St. Louis for the April 
International Board meeting and the 
Governors and Administrators Training 
Conference.  In June I will travel to Las 
Vegas, Nevada for the Kiwanis International 
Convention.  This year there will be 
entertainment from Jay Leno and a keynote 
speech from Colin Powell.  In July I will 
attend the Key Club International 
Convention in Memphis, Tennessee where I 
will encourage Key Club alumni to join CKI.  
I will end my term in August at the CKI 
Convention in St. Louis, Missouri.   
During all of my travel, I do everything that I 
can to best represent the Mighty Ohio 
District! 
-Jason Stewart- 
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    Ah, time is running out! What? You 
mean you don't know what is 
approaching!? Well District 
Convention of course! DCON is fast 
approaching and will be held Feb 19th 
- 21st in Dayton, Ohio. What is worse, 
the last day to register is Jan 29th! So if 
you have not registered yet, stop 
reading and go do it now! Well for 
those of you who know you are going, I 
would like to give you a sneak peak at 
what is in store for you!  
    You enter a big room and are taken 
back when you see Brazilian belly 
dancers, sumo wrestlers, matadors, 
African elephant tamers, fortune 
tellers... Well, I don't know about the 
elephant tamers, but starting on Friday 
night there will be an International 
Meet and Greet that will open the 
world to you. The tricks and trades you 
learn there can then be used in 
Saturday night's talent show! Followed 
by a dance party that will be out of this 
world! Throughout the weekend there 
will also be many distinguished 
scholars who have traveled the world 
to bring the cultural experiences 
of numerous nations.  
    Leadership, Fellowship, and Service 
workshops will also give you the 
opportunity to develop as a cultured 
person. Learn what it is like on a 
leadership position in the first thirty 
days; figure out how to transform that 
ordinary piece of paper in a work of 
art, or make that something special 
that will brighten up a child's face half 
a world away! Finish the weekend with 
the rings of a gavel as the House of 
Delegates decide the most important 
issues of the year and of course elect 
next year's district board! But before 
you leave, stop in to the closing 
ceremony that will commence with a 
buffet of fine foods and end with the 
distribution of district awards and 
honors. The weekend has 
endless possibilities of friendships, 
statesmanship, cultural development, 
and Circle K pride. But why try to 
explain it? Experience it first hand - 
Ohio District Convention 2010. 
  
Jordan Maddocks 
Jmaddoc@rockets.utoledo.edu 
Cell: (419) 577-1738 

 

DCON Internatio nal  

For Low Prices on Textbooks 

check outé. 

 
http://www.betterworldbooks.com/ 
 
Discount Code: cki_2009 

Where in the World is the 
International President?  

 

https://bl2prd0102.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=112853ede02b49dea79907dda8b8ab7b&URL=mailto%3aJmaddoc%40rockets.utoledo.edu
http://www.betterworldbooks.com/
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Ten Reasons to run for a district board 

position  
 

 10. Stylin' board shirts  
9. More opportunities to sleep on apartment/dorm floors of 
people you barely know.  
8. Chance to meet even more potential Facebook friends.  
7. Padding for grad school resume.  
6. More opportunities for free meals at Kiwanis events.  
5. Learn the lifeskill of being able to look alert and 
interested in a board meeting - even if you are not.  
4. Road Trips!  
3. Life long friends.  
2. To have a roomful of strangers standing up and 
applauding you - for just showing up.  
1. To keep Ohio CKI Amazing!  
 
 
 

Top Ten Reasons to  attend DCON  

 
10.  Staying in a nice hotel 
9.  Delicious food! 
8.  Get to meet the new CKI District Board 
7.  Receive a stylish new T- Shirt 
6.  Sumo Wrestlers 
5.  Matadors 
4. Fortune Tellers 
3.  Opportunity to road trip 
2.  Meet many cool new friends 
1. Brazilian Belly Dancers 
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Hey Ohio CKI! 
Currently there are 19 Circle K clubs 
in Ohio with an active status. 
Congratulations to all of those clubs! 
You are doing a great job and we 
appreciate all of the hard work and 
service that you do year round!  
óKickingô the top of the charts is Miami 
University with 66 dues paid members! 
Great job treasurer Dani Grady and all 
of Miami University CKI! The club 
with the second highest number of 
dues paid members is Ohio Wesleyan 
University with 41 dues paid members, 
great job! The club coming in third is 
the University of Akron with 28 dues 
paid members; keep up the great work 
Akron! 
Though Ohio does have some ókickingô 
stars for paid members, two clubs in 
the Erie Division are still retained, and 
membership for the district is also 
down. 
No need to get down in the slumps ï 
Lets gear up and start recruiting more 
members and show what the Mighty 
Ohio District really can do! 
With a new semester here, now is the 
time to put on recruitment fairs, inter-
clubs, division rallies, and exciting 
service projects. 
Please let the district board know if 
you need any help putting on these 
events or even help getting new ideas 
for recruitment. 
So letôs ókickô membership into 
overdrive and have a great convention! 
Katie Peters 
Ohio District Treasurer 09-10 
Rio Grande Circle K 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Running for District 
Office? Piece of Cake! 
 
 
 
Interested in running for District 
Office?  Perhaps Governor, Secretary, 
Treasurer, or Lieutenant Governor 
position are calling your name? 
Election packets are available are due 
by Wednesday, January 20thth at 
11:59pm to District Administrator 
Sarah Roush at sarah@ohiokiwanis.org 
in order to have campaign literature. 
The packet includes the candidate 
service agreement form, biographical 
sketch form, and the candidate 
declaration form. The packet is in parts 
online. Interested in running but 
missed the January 20th deadline? 
Donôt worry, itôs not too late. If you 
turn in your completed packet by the 
candidates meeting at District 
Convention you can still participate in 
caucusing. What is caucusing exactly? 
Candidates go room to room where 
they speak and then answer questions 
from the audience of the caucus room. 
There are two rounds of caucusing 
which occur Friday night and Saturday 
morning. The actual election occurs 
Saturday afternoon at the House of 
Delegates. Results are released in the 
House. Elected board members are 
then installed during the Closing 
Session on Sunday morning. A brief 
mandatory board meeting will be held 
following the closing session. Best of 
Luck! 

 

CKI Treasurer Update    
ONE, LEAD ONE 

CIRCLE K 
 

mailto:sarah@ohiokiwanis.org


at Ohio University. This day will 
provide you with all of the skills you 
need to be a successful officer. The 
theme this year is based on The Game 
of LIFE board game and should be an 
informative and fun day! 
If you are really dedicated to CKI and 
are ready to help lead all of the clubs in 
Ohio, run for district board. On the 
district board, you will help make 
decisions that affect the operations of 
all of the Ohio clubs. Again, talk to a 
current district officer if this sounds 
interesting to you. The positions range 
from specialized chairs, like the service 
or event chairs, to positions that led 
more direct support to clubs like 
lieutenant governors and the governor. 
Finally, as a CKI member we all lead 
by example. We make a difference in 
our communities and in our schools. 
So remember to ñlive to serve, love to 
serve.ò  
By Katie Bennett 

 

would also have to say that Project 
Linus was the first service project I ever 
did with CKI. 

I have heard this from a club 
and I think it is a great idea.  Reality 
TV is still very big and one of the 
number one rated shows is Project 
Runway.  The club has Project Runway 
parties each week and makes the 
blankets while watching the show.  
Creative; watching a fashion TV show 
while actually creating something. 

For more information about 
Project Linus, you can visit their 
website at www.projectlinus.org. 
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How Will You Lead Your 
Club? 

As one of the three tenants of Circle 
K, leadership is an important part of 
every club. One of the great things 
about CKI is that the officers are not 
the only leaders of the organization. 
A great way to test out your leadership 
abilities is to lead a project. If there is a 
service project or opportunity that you 
would like to see your clubs become 
involved with, suggest it to the club 
officers and ask to coordinate the 
project yourself. You can be 
responsible for setting up the project, 
coordinating any fundraising you need, 
and signing up volunteers.  
If you are up for more responsibility, 
consider running for an office. If you 
think that you would like to lead your 
club all year, you should talk to the 
current officers. They can give you an 
accurate idea of what responsibilities 
you would have, as well as the time 
commitment you should expect to 
have. You would also attend Spring 
Officer Training (SpOT) on April 24th 

 

District Board  
 
 
Name: Chad Gardner  
Title: Governor  
 
Name: Natalie Szemetylo  
Title: Secretary  
 
Name: Katie Peters  
Title: Treasurer 
 
Name: Keith Kocinski  
Title: Editor 
 
Name: Toby Markham  
Title: Buckeye Trails LTG 
 
Name: Jason Robson  
Title: Capital LTG  
 
Name: C lay Brown  
Title: North Central LTG  
 
Name: Katherine Velikaz  
Title: Western Reserve LTG 

 

Name: Beth Littell  

Title: River Hills LTG 

 

 
Favorite Service Project 

by Toby Markham, Buckeye 
Trails LtG 

 
I would have to say that my 

favorite service project has been and 
probably will always be Project Linus.  
In case you donôt know what Project 
Linus is to provide love, a sense of 
security, warmth and comfort to 
children who are seriously ill, 
traumatized, or otherwise in need 
through the gifts of new, handmade 
blankets and afghans, lovingly created 
by volunteer ñblanketeers.ò   

To see the face of a three year 
old, which had been abused, light up 
was all I needed to see.  Iôll never forget 
that as it seemed like he had never 
known happiness or comfort.  I can 
just see the faces of all the childrené  I 

http://www.projectlinus.org/


 
 
 

 

There are various things that you could 
do at the shelter. One activity is 
cleaning out the dogs' stalls, and even 
more fun is walking the dogs. The 
fresh air does wonders for both parties! 
At the end of the day, working with 
the dogs and helping make their 
temporary environment feel like home 
is a truly rewarding experience and I 
hope it is for you as well. 
 
-Angela 
 
  

Katherineôs Favorite Project 
 
A fun service projects to do 

at meetings is making bookmarks.  
This is even a great service project to 
do if you are working with a group of 
children in your clubôs area.  The 
bookmarks could be given to a local 
nursing home or hospital.  Making the 
bookmarks is easy and FUN.  Colored 
poster board (or any type of paper 
thicker than the page of a book) is 
perfect for the bookmarks.  Punch a 
hole in the top and tie a ribbon.  Then 
decorate the bookmarks any way you 
like, gearing it toward the group who 
will be receiving the bookmarks.  My 
favorite way to make book marks is 
using foam and foam stickers; these are 
always a big hit with kids.  You could 
even hold a contest in your club to see 
who can create the most creative 
bookmark and give a small prize.  So 
give this project a try at one of your 
meetings and pass on the love for 
reading! 
 

Katherine Velikaz 

 

Jasonõs Favorite Project 
 
 
While looking for different 
organizations to join at Ohio 
Wesleyan, I signed up to do a sweep of 
the Scioto River. I had such a great 
time and met so many wonderful 
people, that I decided to join the 
sponsoring club (CKI) right away. 
River sweeps are great beginning of the 
year projects. Many students are 
looking for ways to get back off 
campus, and spend whatôs left over of 
the summer outdoors. Traveling down 
a river in a canoe (which always tips at 
least once) is an excellent way to get to 
know people. Additionally, you have 
the bonus of picking up trash and 
other debris, helping to clean the 
environment and beautify Ohioôs 
waterways.  
If you have any river ways in your area, 
chances are, they could stand a good 
cleaning. Check to see if there are any 
local organizations which already 
sweep the river which could help set 
you up with canoes and trash removal. 
If rivers are not you thing, you could 
go to a state park in your area instead, 
and see if you can clean up along 
hiking trails. The key thing is to get 
your group off campus, outside, and 
active. It is a great way for people to get 
to know each other, and learn how to 
serve as a team 
 
Jason Robson 
 

Angelaôs Favorite Project 

 
While it may not be very exciting, my 
favorite service project is helping at 
Habitat for Humanity or other animal 
shelters. It's very rewarding to me 
knowing I helped another being that 
can't help them. The first step to 
having success with this project is 
having a group of animal lovers in your 
club. Next, contact the nearest animal 
shelter and see what their policy for 
volunteers is. Some shelters require all 
volunteers to fill out a form.  

Girly Time 
 Every Monday evening I find 
myself surrounded by friends at 10 
Wilmington Place, a retirement home 
apartment complex.  I usually go with a 
couple other girls and sometime some 
guys for nail painting time.  Itôs the 
one hour each week where the 
residents can come and be pampered 
by college students.   Each week we get 
15-20 women ranging from age 67 to 
103 to come spend an hour with us for 
ñgirl timeò.  These women look 
forward to our visits almost as much as 
we do; itôs their time to feel young 
again and glam up their lives.   
 Every week without fail a 
woman always asks, ñDo you have to 
come here for a class requirement or 
something?ò  They donôt understand 
why 20-somethings want to hang out at 
a retirement home and at first I wasnôt 
sure why I would want to either.  But it 
only took me a couple weeks to realize 
how much I looked forward to my time 
at ñ10 Wilò.  Itôs our time to relax, not 
think about school, and also get some 
advice from women who have been in 
our situation before, not to mention 
the cookies they give us after every 
visit! 
 This is an activity that any 
club can set up at any nursing home or 
retirement home near their campus.  
Most homes have a volunteer 
coordinator who is always looking for 
people to come and talk to the 
residents and entertain them.  Even if 
you donôt want to paint nails there are 
many other activities you could do 
with the residents: card games, chess 
night, light exercise classes, or simply 
just talk to them.  Many of the 
residents have lost their significant 
other and may not have family living 
nearby.  They are often lonely and just 
want someone to talk to them and 
appreciate them.   
 
Beth Littell 
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 The strength of our district 
depends on the strength of the 
individual clubs in it.  Therefore it is 
important that our members do 
whatever they can to buildup the 
membership and activity of their clubs.  
But what can you do to improve your 
home club?  Here are some of the ways 
that the members of my own home 
club at Kenyon worked to enhance 
Circle K on our campus as well as to 
get more involved in district events. 
 The most important thing 
you can do to boost membership in 
your club is to make being a part of 
Circle K fun.  We have tried hard over 
the last few years to encourage our 
members to become friends with each 
other and to hang out not only when 
they come to meetings but also outside 
of Circle K.  We try to make the 
meetings fun as well as productive.   In 
addition to discussing service projects, 
we often serve food or play games.  We 
have also started a new tradition of 
having a Circle K party at least once a 
year.  People are more likely to stay 
involved in an organization if they 
enjoy being a part of it. 
 Creating close friendships 
with the other members of the club has 
also made it easier to get people more 
involved in the district events and with 
other clubs.  Three years ago, I was the 
only person from my club who went to 
the district service project.  When I 
became better friends with some of the 
people in my home club, I was able to 
get my friends to come along with me 
to some of the district events.  This 
year we have had members at every 
district event and the people from our 
club have become friends with 
members from other clubs in the state. 
 Another thing that we have 
done to strengthen our club is 
increasing the awareness about Circle 
K on our campus.  There are ways to 
bring peopleôs attention to your club 
besides putting up posters and other 
types of promotional materials.  Our 
club has gotten involved in some of the 
service projects that other student 

groups on campus host.  We have 
worked with sports groups, Greek 
organizations, and other student 
groups on Relay for Life, fundraisers to 
help feed the hungry, and a fair for 
Take Back the Night.  Getting involved 
with other groups has drawn more 
attention to our club and helped to 
bring in new members. 
 If we are going to make 
Circle K grow in the state of Ohio, 
then we need to begin on the ground 
level.  The individual clubs are the 
most important part of our 
organization because they are the ones 
who do the service and make up our 
membership.  Therefore, working to 
increase the membership and activity 
of your own home club could be the 
most important thing that you do for 
Circle K.  But remember, this can be a 
fun an exciting process!  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to be creative, 
make new friends, do service and have 
fun! 
 
-Clay Aiken- 
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Why Kenyon  is back  On the  Map !  
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Hello Circle K Officers and members, 
Here are a few updates on the busy 
world that is the Ohio District of Key 
Club: 
The Ohio District of Key Club had its 
very successful Fall Rally event on 
November 8th at COSI in Columbus. 
We had over 450 Key Club members 
representing over 40 clubs at our 
ñHelping Hands Help the Worldò 
event. 
Since April, the Ohio District of Key 
Club has gained 4 clubs. The clubs of 
Toledo Woodward (1), Portsmouth (9), 
Reynoldsburg (10S), and Ashtabula 
Lakeside (22) were newly chartered this 
year. Also, Oak Hills (6) had its charter 
reactivated this year. We are also 
anticipating the addition of several 
new clubs throughout the state by the 
end of this administrative year. 
The Ohio District of Key Club 
International has been hard at work 
for the last several months preparing 
for our Key Club District Convention 
that will be held at the Columbus 
Convention Center and Hyatt Regency 
Hotel in Columbus. Our theme is 
ñSuperheroes for Serviceò and we are 
anticipating a fun weekend full of Key  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club fun, friendship, fellowship, and a 
weekend full of memories to last a 
lifetime. 
Finally, I have heard a concern that 
some Circle K Clubs would like to 
interclub with a local Key Club near 
their college, and thus some people 
have asked me for a directory for the 
Ohio Key Clubs. Unfortunately, we do 
not have a published directory because 
only 30% of clubs have given us their 
contact information and it is not worth 
burning the resources. But, I have a 
solution! If you are interested in seeing 
if there is contact information for a 
local Key Club, just shoot me an email 
asking me for contact information for 
the club in question, and I can send 
you what Iôve received. My email is 
zachsefcovic@yahoo.com. Also, feel 
free to ask me any other questions you 
may have about Key Club. 
Thanks for reading! 

  
Yours in the Service of Others, 
Zach Sefcovic    

    
2009-2010 Ohio District  
Governor-Key Club International  
Key Club of Padua Franciscan High School 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Zach  
IS 

BACK! 
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PiCS From MAC 
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